HONG KONG
STARTUP, CAFE X
JUST OPENED ITS
SECOND OUTLET IN
SAN FRANCISCO
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Will robots be
the ones caring )
for us when

we’re old?

ot only can a robot
which resembles
Albert Einstein
explain the theory
of relativity, it can also roll its
eyes and stick out its tongue.

The knee-high “Professor
Einstein” demonstrates how
advances in artificial intelligence
are enabling developers to
mimic human traits. As Hanson
Robotics, the pioneering Hong
Kong-based firm which is
bringing the HK$2,500 robot to
consumers later this year, puts
it, “We make robots that have
personality and come to life”.

Einstein, which responds to
voice commands, can also play
games with your children and
help answer their maths and
science questions.

The company believes that
within 20 years, robots will
be integrated in all our lives,
assisting everyone with a wide
array of daily chores.

One such job could be
preparing our morning coffee.
Another Hong Kong startup,
Cafe X, is using robotic baristas,
which can craft and serve an
espresso within 22 seconds.

It is certainly not hard to
imagine that the Mitsubishi
6-axis industrial arms delivering
beverages at Cafe X will evolve
into robots that feature human-
like skin, if not the hipster beards
and facial piercings.
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THE MECHANICAL
PROFESSOR FROM
HANSON ROBOTICS
IS DESIGNED TO BE
YOUR FAVOURITE
TEACHER
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PEPPER CAN
TELL IF YOU'RE
HAPPY, SAD,
ANGRY OR
SURPRISED

ANOTHER
FRIENDLY
ROBOT

Pepper, the
humanoid
robot from
Japan’s
SoftBank
Robotics,
understands
emotions and
is already on
the move.
The company
recently
struck a
partnership

that will allow
it to travel on
board trains
in France to
assist
travellers.
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The selfie
droneis
coming in
to land

Still taking selfies with a selfie
stick? Welcome to 2017, where
the art of capturing your own
image has entered a whole
new realm. In June, Shanghai-
based brand Nine Eagles will
be rolling out the “drelfie” - a
selfie-taking drone. Their palm-
sized gadget, known as the
MOLA-UFO, can effortlessly zip
around its subject to capture
their magnificence from every
angle. It’s also equipped with
essential features for the
unashamed selfie addict, such
as beautifying filters, live video
streaming and instant social
media sharing functions.
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